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Sacrament of Marriage: Call Church at least six
(6) months in advance.
Sacrament of Baptism: 4th Sunday of each

month. Contact Church for appointment.

Rev. Adrian Wilde, O. Carm., Pastor
Rev. Marcel Dubé, O. Carm., Assoc. Pastor
John Costello, Deacon Emeritus
Raymond Tirelli, Deacon

James Burns, Deacon In Our Parish
William Cassidy, Deacon
Sister Toni Longo, ASC, Liturgy Religious Education

Bill Strain, Director of Music High School Sunday evening 5:30-6:45 pm
Grades 5-8 Monday evening 5:30-6:45 pm

Arlene Macken, Office Mgr/Bookkeeper Grades K-4 Tuesday evening 5:30-6:45 pm
James Brantner, DRE
: : Blood Pressure Readings are taken in the Parish
Kenny DaVIS' Maintenance Hall on Mondays from 9 to 10:30 am.

P AR | SH G ROU P S Pr ayer Line? 1f you need prayers for yourself, family or

friends for any reason, please call our prayer line 214-8493 and
volunteers will pray for your request. You may also call us if
you would like to join this special group of pray-ers. There is

Pastoral Council: Meets every 4th strength in numbers. There is a book in the church for your

Monday of month prayer intentions.
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month good reading materials. Library hours are 9 AM to 3 PM

. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Closed Wednesday.
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- . Thursday morning in the Parish Center after the 8:30 AM Mass.
Kof C AUXIIIHFY. 2nd WedneSday of All are welcome to join the group. The rosary makers accept all

month, September to M ay donations of beads and money to buy supplies. Rosaries are on
a.g . display and for sale in the Parish Hall. Our Rosaries will make a
Outreach Ministry: Last Thursday of blessed gift.

month at 9:15 am
Respect Life: 2nd Friday of month,
September to May

Bereavement Support6 For help, encouragement or
information, please call Paddy or Barbara Rice at 473-3677.




SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
GROVE CITY, FLORIDA

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2010

Jottings from Fr. Adrian

Dear Friends,

The Lenten Season is a time of spiritual recollection in preparation for the celebration of the Paschal mystery of Easter. At

the Easter Vigil the catechumens, (those people who have been preparing for baptism) are baptized, and the candidates,
(those who were baptized in other faiths and wish to become full members of the Catholic Church) are received into the
Church. As part of their preparation and self-searching the Church has the Rite of Scrutiny on the Third, Fourth and Fifth
Sundays of Lent. That is why we have been using the readings from Cycle A this year. These readings are filled with Christ
the Redeemer, who is the |iving water (Il ast week©o g
gospel of the man born blind) and the resurrectio (
these last weeks of Lent as they prepare for the Easter Vigil.

Thanks to everyone who came to our Parish Lenten Mission. I hope that everyone came away spiritually refreshed and
filled with Godbs graces. I am sorry there was nofj tce
Bishop Michael had to fly back to Peru and the only flight connection from Tampa was early that day. Please pray for
Bishop LaFay and the people he ministers to. When I was talking to him he said there are only 18 priests in the diocese,

which is 12,000 feet up in the Andes. He said it takes him six hours to drive from the cathedral to the farthest parish, and

most of it on unpaved roads!!

We had an evening Penance Service during the Lenten Mission, but we will also be having a morning Penance Service this
coming Tuesday March 16" at 11:00a.m.

This coming Wednesday March 17" is the feast of St. Patrick. Most people think he was Irish, but that is not so. Patrick
went to convert the Irish, and most traditions say he was of Roman-English heritage! Then on Friday March 19" is the feast

of St. Joseph, the husband of Mary. St. Joseph he j s
He is patron saint of workers and of the universal Church.

Finall vy, I apologize for the mistake about the
wrong date on the Parish event planner in the Office.

You wi || find the Outreach Ministrybés financi al
Collection for our Parish Outreach Ministry to aid them in their work with the poor and needy of our community.

rfle p c

God Bless,

Fr. Adrian

Lenten Soup

Stewardship
Suppers

Fourth Sunday of Lent

The blind man in todayods|] G

We continue our Lenten
Soup Suppers each

. % Wednesdays until March
24th from 4:30-6:30pm in the parish hall. These soup
suppers will be hosted by various Parish Ministries.
They will be serving soup, bread, drinks and dessert.
All are welcome, please come and bring a friend.

minister to him and willingly did all Jesus asked of him.
The Pharisees were more resistant to His message,
spending their time and energy to disprove the miracle.
Which am I more like, the man born blind or the
Pharisees?
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cupboards for our semi-annual ZPAT MURPHY EARL by Joe & Sandy
rummage sale, which will take place ZJOHN BRODERICK by Leo & Alicia Haney
on Friday, March 26th from 9am-2pm TUESDAY, MARCH 16
and Saturday the 27th from 9am- 8330 AM DP ARI SHI ONERS
12pm. Set up for the rummage sale Z ANDREW TOWLE by Bill & Anne Towle
will be on Thursday from 9am-2pm. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17

8:30 AM ZMCNALLY & SULLIVAN FAMILIES by Jim
McNally
ZREV.BOB LEAHY by Jim McNally
ZROBERT BAUER by Margaret Bauer
THURSDAY, MARCH 18
8:30 AM  ZCAROL MARCHESE by Fred & Joan Canciloa
ZNORA & PATRICK DEBITT by Ita & Gil

The next Card Party will be held on
Wednesday, April 7th at 11:30am. Tickets
are $7.00 and may be purchased or reserved
at the church office until 4pm the Friday
before. If you have purchased your tickets

and find you cannot attend, please let the Levesque
office know. Thank you. FRIDAY, MARCH 19
8:30 AM ZANNAMARIA FALANGA by Family
If you know someone who could use a greeting card Z ALPHIE & MATILDA LEVESQUE by Ita &

of fering a |little fAsunsh : @ildegegquec al | Fran Casdi dy
0605. Z ALL SOULS by Pilar Demendoza
ZDOROTHY EBELL by John & Margaret
. . O6Donnell
Scripture Readings for the Week ZFRANCES & AURELIO PICCIOLI by
aughters
March 15-21, 2010 SATURDAY, MARCH 20
4:00 PM  ZLENA KRONENWETTER by Linda Sypher
Monday: Isaiah 65:17-21/John 4:43-54 531\131212\{/[ N% :EEI_II)/;%AGONIA gy A D e
Tuesday: Ezekiel 47:1-9,12/John 5:1-16 ;
LS B : o=k . 8:00 AM ZMARY ANGELINE NEARY by husband,
Wednesday: Isaiah 49:8-15/John 5:17-30 etttk
Thursday:  Exodus 32:7-14/John 5:31-47 10:00 AM ZDECEASED MEMBERS OF FRIENDS &
Friday: 2 Samuel 7:4-5,12-14,16/Romans 4:13,16- NEIGHBORS by Friends & Neighbors
18,22/Matthew 1:16,18-21 11:30 AM ZWALTER FAUST by Judy Rodus & Family
Saturday: Jeremiah 11:18-20/John 7:40-53 **Please note Masses scheduled for Saturday Masses during

Sunday: Ezekiel 37:12-14/Romans 8:8-11/ Lent have been moved to the Friday as we are not having
John 11:1-45

Knights of Columbus

Thursday, March 18th-The K of C will serve a pasta dinner which includes spaghetti, meatballs, sausage, bread, salad and
dessert. It will be served from 4-7 pm in the Parish Hall. Advance tickets are $7.00 and at the door $8.00. Please call Peg,
697-3045 for reservations. All children eat free.

Thursday, March 25th-The Knights of Columbus will sponsor a day bus trip to the Hard Rock Casino in Tampa. The cost
is $30 per person. You will receive $25 in machine play, $5 meal voucher and round trip transportation. Coffee, pastries and
water prior to boarding, are also included. The bus leaves St. Francis of Assisi parking lot at 7:45 am and departs from the
casino at 4:00 pm. Reservations are required. Please call John 698-5704, Lee, 697-2489, Sal, 697-7933 or Ray, 473-1798.
Please reserve early because the buses fill up quickly.

Pray for all those people in Haiti, Chile and Argentina whose lives have
been so tremendously changed by the recent earthquakes.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Religious Education

Question of the Week...

March 14, 4th Sunday of Lent. Lent calls us to transform our lives.

Reading I: 1Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a God anointed David with the Holy Spirit.

Reading II: Ephesians 5:8-14 In Baptism, we are children of light.

Gospel: John 9:1-41 The Man Born Blind Jesus cured him in the pool; a symbol of Baptism. Jesus the Light of the world.
Parish Question of the Week: Jesus loves us and gives us Faith and invites us to spread His Good News to others. Do you
tell others about Jesus?

We are having a simple soup supper every Wednesday night during Lent in the parish hall from 4:30 7 6:30pm. All are
invited. Each week a different parish group will be making and serving the soup. Soup, bread, crackers and dessert cookies
will be available together with tea, coffee, lemonade, etc. There will be a bowl for a free will offering which will be sent to
Catholic Relief Services to help with relief in Haiti. Our Religious Education group will be responsible on Wednesday,
March 24. We need parents to volunteer to bring dessert cookies and soup. The catechists will cook soup and set up in the
parish hall. We need parents and the older kids to help with serving. There will be sign up sheets in the classrooms. Thank
you.

RCIA 7 2nd Scrutiny, This Sunday, March 14, 10am Mass - There are three scrutinies during Lent. Scrutinies are
special prayers for conversion; strengthening in grace and virtue, for purification from all past evil, and for freedom from
any bonds which hinder them from experiencing the love of God.

Lenten Walk for Life, Saturday, March 20, 10:30am to Noon Our religious education children and families will be
Walking for Life in our parish parking lot to show the stronghold the Catholic Church has for Pro Life from conception to
natural death (from womb to tomb). The monies received from this Lenten service project will go to Pregnancies Solutions,
Our Mot her 6 s HDHossefor Uaved Motisr®© Thy dhildren will have Sponsor Sheets. Anyone wanting to

St. Francis Bingo From our Bishop...
MONDAYS .
EARLY BIRD 10:30 AM o ]?;lsh(;(p Frte}ilnk ]f?ev:}?qe has sentt ah}etter tot tfhe
parishes thanking them for their response to his request for
REGULAR BINGO a special collection for Haiti after the devastating
11:45 AM earthquake. The Diocese of Venice collected $1.1 million
IN THE PARISH CENTER which has been forwarded to the special Haitian Relief
SANDWICHES, SNACKS & BEVERAGES Fund of Catholic Relief Services.
AVAILABLE Please join in prayer with all our Haitian brothers
and sisters as they attempt to recover with the help of
COME, BRING A FRIEND & Goddés grace and for al/l
JOIN THE FUN!

52y QU O0S uUuz22z2 oO0dzae *T2N
Studies show that the best way for parents to be sure their children will remain faithful Catholics when they grow
(18 GKSY (2 alaa SOSNE 6S5S1SYRO® C¢KIGQa K26 OKAER
trouble getting your family to Mass every weekend consider this:
G2 SS{TSyYyRa | NB | 0 dzéSehedilld MaSs off tAeNchlehdiaNthe Way You fvauld an important soccer
or dance performance. There are many different Mass times at different parishes, including Saturday vigils an
nights. Think of Mass the way you do a favorite television show and schedule it in.
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI OUTREACH MINISTRY
2009 CALENDAR YEAR OVERVIEW

As we try to do each year at this time, the members of St. Francis Outreach Ministry would like to share
this overview of our 2009 activities with you. It attempts to show you the Parishioners, our major source of fund-
ing, how we utilized the resources you provided to assist the needy in our surrounding community. Attached is
a summary of our finances for 2009, along with a summary of the food, monies, and gifts that we distributed.
We hope that by knowing what we do, and how much we need and appreciate your help, that you will continue -
and perhaps increase - your support in 2010.

Need Remained at Same Level as Prior Year. _ The news in the local and national media that the economy is
struggling certainly also applies here in Grove City! The downturn in construction has led to job losses not only
in this field but also in related service businesses. With the unemployment rate in Charlotte County at or above
12%, we saw a dramatic increase in requests for assistance in 2008, and this level has continued into 2009.
We assisted a total of 13,814 individuals last vs 13,879 in 2008.

Available Funds Increased By About 15%: Our funds come from a variety of sources. First and foremost are
the donations by parishioners that are put in the poor boxes or dropped off in the parish center. Parish organi-
zations such as the Womendés Guild, the Knights of |Col
regular basis. We also seek out grants and have been successful in receiving $15,000 from The United Way
Emergency Food and Shelter Federal Program, $5,000 from the Carmelites and $2,000 from corporations such
as Exxon Mobil. This past year, we were also blessed to receive a grant of $1,500 from the Southwest Florida
Community Foundation, which we used to purchase a new industrial strength freezer to store frozen meats and
other foods. Finally, we continued to draw funds, $15,000 last year, in line with our plan to spread withdrawals
over 10 years, from the savings account established with the bequest from the late Sally Gerk. For all of this
support we are grateful.

Food Assistance Was Our Prime Focus: While we try to provide financial assistance for crisis situations, we
continue to operate primarily as a food pantry. Last year we distributed 11,604 bags of groceries and $6,350

in gift certificates for purchase of perishable food items. The money spent on food purchases stayed the
same from 2008 to 2009 (about $56,000 ), but we bought more food locally. Free food from the regional Harry
Chapin Food Bank decreased dramatically because of the widespread demand in SWFL. While food expendi-
tures remained flat as compared to 2008, the money used to help pay for electric, water, gas and medical bills,
increased by 50% ($22,925 in 2008 vs $33,922 in 2009)

Support From Outside The Parish Increased: While our parishioners were the main source of donations, we
were thankful this year for a significant amount of support from non-parishioners and local businesses. Father
Carosella from Our Lady of Mercy on Boca Grande helped financially and also collected food for us. This year
we also received monetary and volunteer help from Faith Lutheran Church. Many local organizations also col-
lected food for us. Evidently many know of the good work we do and wish to share in this work and for this we
are very grateful. We are also thankful for the bread and pastries we receive each week from the local Sweet-
Bay and Publix stores. The local Sweetbay store also provides us with frozen meat 3 times per week. Addition-
ally, we benefited as a recipient of the holiday flgif
and the ABox Out Hunger o food boxes from the Engllew
pounds of food from our participation in the yearly Postal Carrier Food drive.

In ending, we can let you know that the assistance we provided was greatly appreciated by our clients, and wish
that you could have experienced the many heartfelt tears of gratitude that we witnessed. It was in many ways a
good and bad year i good in that we were able to help so many, and bad in that there were so many needing
this help. We pray that the year may come that we report that no assistance was provided because none was
needed. However, until this wishful day comes, we continue to need and appreciate your support. May God
bless your continued generosity!




ST. FRANCIS OUTREACH MINISTRY 62009 OVERVIEW

1/1/09 Starting Balance $7,828.24
Additions
Deposits (Donations: Cash, Checks, Grants) $87,262.30
Funds From Outreach Savings $10,000.00
Interest and Adjustments $900.64
Total Funds Available $105,991.18
Expenditures
Food Certificates $6,350.00
Food Purchases $40,255.27
Harry Chapin Food Bank Fees $9,366.62
Rental Assistance $6,738.46
FPL Assistance $13,406.86
Water Assistance $4,780.01
Gasoline Assistance $2,910.00
Miscellaneous (Medical, Bank Fees, Other Miscellaneous) $6,088.51
Total Expenditures $89,895.73
12/31/09 Ending Balance $16,095.45
Families Requesting Assistance During Pantry Open Hours 35.5/ Day
Total Assisted (Children / Adults / Seniors) 13,814
Bags of Groceries Distributed 11,604
Gift Certificates Distributed (For Perishable Food Items) $6,005
Food Received From Harry Chapin Food Bank 65,500 Lbs
Thanksgiving Baskets Distributed 390+
Christmas Gifts Distributed 300+

2727277
ABOUT ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI OUTREACH MINISTRY

For those who are not familiar with our Ministry, we have about 70 member volunteers. Our main focus and purpose
is to offer food assistance to those in need. We do this via our food pantry in the parish center, which is open every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 9 AM until noon. We distribute non-perishable food items, breads and baked goods, frozen
meats and other frozen foods as available. Supplies are obtained through your food donations in the food baskets in the
church lobbies and donations from local businesses. Harry Chapin Food Bank in Fort Myers is our largest source of non-
perishable food items and frozen foods. When necessary we also purchase food locally using the cash donations we
receive. While food assistance is our main focus, we also help in crisis situations with rent, electric, utility and other bills if
funds are available. Should you have any questions please call the Parish Hall at 941-697- 4899. We usually meet the last
Thursday of each month at 9:15 AM in the Parish Center, but please call ahead to confirm. Everyone is welcomed, so please
come to one of our meetings if you would like to be part of our Ministry.
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Saint of the Week by Fr. Marcel

St. Patrick (c385-461) Much of his life is based on myth and legend. So much of his biography is conjecture. The son of a
Romano-Br i ti sh of ficial, Cal purni us, born somewhere i
sixteen by Irish raiders who sold him into slavery in pagan Ireland. After sheepherding for six years, he escaped probably to
Gaul. When about the age of twenty-two he returned to Britain and seems to have studied at the monastery of Lerins, off the
coast of France from 412-415. He spent his next fifteen years at Auxerre, France and was probably ordained a priest about
1417. About 432 he was probably consecrated a bishop and sent to Ireland to succeed St. Palladius who had died. Soon he
established churches throughout the country and though opposed fiercely by the pagan Druids, he converted many. He
visited Rome in 444 and founded the cathedral chur
Ireland. Patrick encouraged the study of Latin and brought Ireland into closer relations with the rest of the Western Church.
Patrickodés account of his conversion and missionary
Laugh. He is the patron of Ireland.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (315-386) was raised and educated in Jerusalem. He was ordained a priest by St. Maximus, bishop
of Jerusalem. Cyril taught catechumens for several years and was made bishop of Jerusalem in 249. Because he staunchly
defended the divinity of Christ against the heretical Arian Bishop Accacius, Cyril was expelled from Jerusalem in 357. He
went to Tarsus and was reinstated by the Council of Seleucia in 359. In 360 he was again exiled by Acacius through the
intervention of the Emperor Constantius, but later reinstated by the Emperor Julian in 361 after the death of Constantius.
Again Cyril was exiled in 367 when the Arian Emperor Valens banished all churchmen. In 378 Cyril returned to Jerusalem
and remained there for the rest of his life. Cyril and St. Gregory of Nyssa attended the General Council of Constantinople in
381. At this Council Cyril accepted the amended version of the Nicene Creed. Cyril was a firm opponent of Arianism and
his orthodoxy is unquestioned. He was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1872 by Pope Leo XIII, March 18th.

St. Joseph, Husband of Mary. The bi bl e calls Joseph a #fAjust manbo
wanted to do for him. He became holy by opening himself totally to God. The bible tells us nothing about Joseph after the
return of the Holy Family to Nazareth except the incident of finding Jesus in the temple after Jesus had been lost for three
days. St. Joseph is honed as the patron of the universal church.
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