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MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY VIGIL (SATURDAY)
After Easter to December 31st ... 4:00 pm
January 7 to April 8 ... 3:00 pm & 4:30 pm

SUNDAY
After Easter to January 1 - 8:00 am & 10:00 am
January 8 through Easter Sunday
7:30 am, 9:00 am,10:30 am

WEEKDAYS
Monday - Friday..........cccccee.... 8:15 am
Holy Days............. 8:15 am & 6:30 pm

CHURCH OPEN HOURS

Monday - Friday 7am-4pm
Saturday 2pm - 5pm
Sunday 7am -11am

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Winter— September 6 through June 3
Mon - Thurs 9:00 am-12:30 pm,1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Summer - June 6 through September 5

Monday through Thursday 9:00 am - 2:30 pm
Friday 9:00 am -12:00 pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday after Mass 9:00 am - 9:15 am
Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Call Parish Office at least six months in advance.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Contact Parish Office

Mass Intentions and Scripture
Readings for the Week

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:15am tMICHAEL MOYER by Carol
Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
Gospel: Luke 5:17-26

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6
8:15am tLEROY AND JEAN YANDA
by Bob and Linda Zerucha
Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 18:12-14

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7
8:15am THE PACHECO FAMILY
INTENTIONS OF CHARLES FIALA
Saint Ambrose, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Reading: Isaiah 10:25-31
Gospel: Matthew 11:28-30

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
8:15am tMICHAEL O’'ROURKE
by Aaron
6:00pm 1JIM AND CARSON FLEMING
by Stephen and Penny Fleming
The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Reading 1: Genesis 3:9-15, 20
Reading 2: Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
8:15am tBERNICE WOODCROFT
by Richard
Reading: Isaiah 48:17-19
Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
SUNDAY VIGIL (SATURDAY)
4:00pm BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
FOR {BARBARA CAMARA
by George Camara

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
8:00am FOR OUR PARISHIONERS
10:00am tROSEMARY LYNCH by Friend
Third Sunday of Advent
Reading 1: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
Reading 2: James 5:7-10
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
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Second Sunday of Advent

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” Matthew 3:1—2

% John the Baptist is truly the greatest of the prophets. He had the unique
role of being the 1111111ed1ate precursor to the Savior of the World. Many pious traditions state that
John was sanctified within the womb of his mother at the moment of the Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, when our Blessed Mother who was pregnant with Jesus visited Elizabeth who was
pregnant with John. Upon Mary’s greeting, John leaped in the womb for joy. Additionally, Jesus says
that no one born of woman was greater than John. That's an incredible statement and is reason
enough for us to listen to the words of John.

Regarding the preaching of John, note first that John did his preaching in the desert of Judea. He did
not sit on a royal throne or enjoy the honors of the Jewish leaders. Instead, he was poor, simple,
prayerful, regularly engaged in penance, remained in the desert and invited many people to come to
him. And when they came, he preached bold words to all.

Among those who came to John in the desert were the Pharisees and Sadducees. They did not come
because they were sincere but because of their jealousy and envy. But when they came, John said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit as
evidence of your repentance.” John then went on to preach that someone much mightier than he was
coming after him and that he was not worthy to even untie His sandal straps. John explained that the
one coming would become the source of salvation for many, but for others, they “...will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

Though much more could be said about John the Baptist, it’s essential that we regularly consider his
strong words of preaching and allow those words to shake us to the core. In what ways do you need to
hear John's message of repentance? In what ways are you like the Pharisees and Sadducees? In what
ways are you self-centered, envious, jealous, prideful and the like? If you think you are much better
than the Pharisees and Sadducees who were addressed with these harsh words by John, then you may
actually be fooling yourself more than you realize. The humble soul will also see the sin in their soul
and will always allow the powerful words spoken by John and by our Lord to lead them to deeper
repentance.

Reflect, today, upon the unerring truth that you need to repent. You do. The only person who doesn’t
need to daily repent is the one who lives perpetually in a state of perfect communion with the Most
Holy Trinity. But these holy souls are rare. Don't be offended by this truth but rejoice in it. Give
thanks to God for the strong words of Saint John the Baptist, spoken to the Pharisees and Sadducees,
and allow yourself to hear those words yourself, as if they were spoken just for you. Receive them with
humility and rejoicing and allow them to prepare you more fully to receive our Divine Lord more
deeply into your soul this Advent season.

My powerful Lord, You sent Saint John the Baptist before You, so as to prepare many hearts to
receive You and Your transforming truth. Please humble me, dear Lord, so that I will listen to the
words spoken by John and will indeed continually repent of all of my sin with all my heart. Jesus, I
trust in You.

https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/advent-and-christmas-reflections/advent-week-two/




PARISH OUTREACH ADVENT FOOD DRIVE

The holidays can be a difficult time for many, especially for those living on a
tight budget after Hurricane lan — many of our parishioners find themselves in a
food crisis. Our persons-in-need getting food has increased two-fold. Our
Food Pantry is at an all-time low. We need your help. Our SFOA Outreach
Ministry is asking that you pick-up a few extra much-needed items each week
during Advent and drop them off at the Parish Office during normal business
hours or at the Church before and after Mass on December 10 and 11th. The
third week of Advent we are asking for donations of: canned baked beans,
rice (white or brown), oatmeal, paper towels, and toothbrushes.

Every year around this time we ask parishioners to
adopt an Outreach family-in-need by picking up a
“Praying Hands Envelope” and returning it with a
525 Publix/Walmart Gift Card or $25 Gas Card
whichuill be used for a family-in-need or one of our
\homebound parishioners. Baskets will be located at
‘ fh\ maili entrance doors of the Church to pick-up
\ you&envélopes before and after the Masses on
\ November 26 and 27, First Sunday of Advent.
Please returﬁ\your gift card in the envelope and
drop them in the offertory basket or at the Parish

Office on or before December 9™
\
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Solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord
Christmas Eve
4:00 PM Children's Nativity Drama
8:00 PM Vigil

Solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord
. Christmas Morning
e 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 31, 2022 4.00 PM
January 1, 2023 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM







Rosary Rally

// M \ s ® ae \ -
Fﬁ# with Religious Education

(A

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.
October includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
(October 7). We started each Religious Education Tuesday
evening session with praying a decade of the rosary. We, as
Catholic educators, can help our students draw closer to
Jesus and Mary by praying and meditating on the great
mysteries of the rosary. In our needs, we can turn to Mary for
Her help and intercession, and nothing brings Her more
happiness than to respond to our needs. She wants to bring
Jesus' peace and joy into our lives and our families.



Christmas Dinner Dance
with the Knights of Columbus

Friday December 9, 2022
5:00pm to 10:00pm
American Legion Post 113
3436 Indiana Rd. Rotonda West, FL. 33947

Join your fellow Parishioners and enjoy

hors d'oeuvres and a catered dinner of
prime rib or baked cod, mashed potatoes,

vegetables, salad, rolls, coffee, tea and
/dessert. Holiday dance music provided by

! t};
'&i Tickets on sale in the
¥ &

Parish Office

$30 Per Person




Knights of
Columbus

Complimentary ‘
Pancake Breakfast "
with Santa

December 18, 2022
3:30 - 11:30am
in the Parish Center

The Knights of Columbus Council 7672 is
sponsoring this Pancake Breakfast for our
community, especially including children,
with no admission fee for anyone. This
event is a gift from us to all who have
suffered, starting with the pandemic, and
then the two recent storms --- all of which
has upended many peoples’ lives so much.
Santa Claus will make an appearance, and
all children will receive a gift.

All are welcome!

If you would like to register as a Parishioner, go to sfoachurch.com and click the Parish Registration tab under About Us



Ministry Week for Saint Francis of Assisi Church

Start End Event - Location

Mon Dec 5 7:50am 9:00am Rosary/Mass/Anointing/Chaplet - Church
9:00am 11:00am Parish Stewardship Ministry - Church
9:15am 11:15am Parish Food Pantry Ministry - Parish Center
9:15am 11:30am Rosary Makers - Room 6
10:30am 11:00am Priest Anoints at Englewood Hospice House
11:45am 12:30pm Lectio Divina - Gospel Prayer - Church
6:00pm 8:00pm Knights Officer's Meeting - Parish Center

Tues Dec 6 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
8:45am 9:45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Adoration - Church
9:50am 10:00am Benediction - Church
10:00am 11:00am Bereavement Ministry - Parish Conference Room
1:00pm 3:00pm Women'’s Bible Study - Parish Conference Room
5:30pm 6:45pm Religious Education K thru 8th Grade - Parish Center

Wed Dec 7 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:15am 11:15am Parish Food Pantry Ministry - Parish Center
11:00am 2:30pm Parish Women’s Guild Card Party - Parish Center
6:00pm 8:00pm Choir Practice - Church
7:00pm 8:00pm AA - Parish Hall

Thurs Dec 8 Immaculate Conception - Holy Day - Parish Office Closed
6:45am 8:00am That Man is You! - Parish Center
7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:00am 9:15am Sacrament of Reconciliation - Church
6:00pm 7:00pm Mass for the Immaculate Conception - Church

Fri Dec 9 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church

9:15am 11:15am Parish Food Pantry Ministry - Parish Center
9:15am 10:45am Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
2:30pm 3:00pm Priest Anoints at Englewood Hospice House

Sat Dec 10 Recalling and Renewing our Confirmation
3:00pm 3:30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation - Church
4:00pm 5:00pm Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church

Sun Dec 11 8:00am 9:00am Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church
10:00am 11:00am Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church
10:00am 1:30pm Family Mass and Confirmation Prep - Church and Conference Room

For the most updated Calendar please go to www.sfoachurch.com



a. PARISH WOMEN'S GUILD

s ;. December Card Party ’
3 / December 7, 2022 11:00am & 7

C=g RESERVE YOUR TABLE BY DECEMBER 5 5 \ g
RESERVE YOUR TABLES AT SFOACHURCH.COM * &’
BY CLICKING PARISH LIFE - PARISH WOMEN'S GUILD ’[\!
>0 | AND SCROLL DOWN TO CARD PARTY *
F AND CLICK REGISTER.
’ / OR BY CALLING 941-697-4899 AND PRESS 6 q{ *

’ $9 PER PERSON INCLUDING CARD PLAY AND DOOR PRIZES.
; » O - ‘

ALL ARE WELCOME! ‘
©
A ] ‘6 Q S “
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Kenneth W. Lounders, Jules “Todd" Axelrod
DM.D, PA. i . Vice President

Ca/*bﬂﬂﬁ?' the . Senior Financial Advisor

Community Since 1992 PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC
941-475-1185 1177 S McCALL Roap EnGLEWOOD, FL 34223 MIE rrll" Lynch Wealth Management

kennethwlounders.com 941-474-3271 800-548-5017 871 Venetia Bay Boulevard
120 N.Indiana Ave, Englewood e o PRI s R s ey e | Suite 100

Venice, FL 34224
Place Your Ad and - g4] 4Ls: 12643 ﬂjugr]?ul:bcl: c;;n%m
Support our Parish! 3 o|
Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

%| jules.axelrod@ml.com
Fa.ml.com/florida/venice/jules-axelrod

FREE

AD DESIGN

| with purchase — R —
of this space Make an appointment today.  IEREHIRING!
we'll glve you areason to smlle AD SALES EXECUTIVES

CALL 800-477-4574 | ' BE YOURSELF
| e BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
= Paid training + Some travel
= Work-life balance
* Full-Time with benefits

941-475-9800 |8 B it e

englewoodfh.com . a4 1 Hazeltine Family, TATELTINE
e W & Y : e Epiphany Cathedral Parishioners : )
F\ G !_ E\:‘L 1 Ui Tl T il mhazeltine@hazeltinenurseries.com

p Suite A ® Englewood , 3 2
C( )P\\'\‘L \Eﬂ 3070 S. McCall Road o 941.488.8820 ext. 122 NURSLRIE:

FUNERAL HOME INC. Englewood, FL. = [F.0.50x 236, Venice, Florida 34264

& PRIVATE CREVATORY 2401 N. River Road, Venice, Florida 34292
Englewood’s Only Locally Owned, Operated LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE. F 941.488.6236

& Managed Funeral Home & Private Crematory www.hazeltinenurseries.com

@ R-0-F-R For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0209

a naturally grown company




The Mother-
Daughter Team

A’)F'E'J AND BEYOND

CDMPLETE E\"E CARE
From Eye Examinations to Technologically Advanced
CATARACT/LASER SURGERY

200 5 X
ngpewood, FL 34223

Barbara Mooney, PA, Realtor®
barbaramooney 123@gmail com « realestate @keyrealtyfl. com : . Medicare Assignment Accepted
Bus: (941) 474-3228 + Res: (941) 474-8675 « Cell: (341) 468-5684 » barbaramooney.com il en s nepe % Bring this ad for 10% off glasses
Debby Walters, PA, Realtor® www.2020andbeyond.com  Full Service Optical Dispensary
daw003@aol com « Res: (841) 474-2780 « Cell: (561) 212-0383 1500 Placida Rd. B-2, Englewood 474-2266

Maria R. Porter iy Sales * Rentals

Licensed Insurance Agent, Hablo espafiol HB Service * Storage np & Tax Sarv Ste. 104,
W :ggﬂlf;gﬁ?gfcﬁme, fae| LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE. [ : 941-698-1010  pys: 941.828.1280 « Cell: 941.662.5344

Insurance 941-979-3321 | mrporter@acg.aaa.com - 3301 Placida Rd.,Englewood chris@murthaaccounting.com
autoclubsouth.aaa.com/maria.porter www.tgcarts.com WWW.MURTHAACCOUNTING.COM
100 Rotonda Circle AIRPORT Ay R E/M A x
W Rotonda West, FL 33947 TRANSPORT & ' PALM REALTY
Golf & Country Club 941'697'4880 SRQ $80 |PG $70 .

RSW $110 | PIE  $120
TPA $130
3rd/4th Passenger + $20 each

www.rotondagolf.com JohnMingel.Remax.com

Serving Sunday Breakfast 7 am to 12 ,,,e/’eo,o Martha Mingel, Admin. Asst.

A,
Starting at Only $5.99 wh (st R (5 Habla Esparo)
www.rotondagolf.com airporttrans:portcar@yahoo.com I 941 '525'3472

915 Place Your Ad Here and
SChl“lnger Center of Venice, Inc. | =777 202 1

ewesy G
25

Insurance Instantly create and
a/ Home * Auto ° Business * Boat * Flood * Health Y =
Soott Daughenbaugh Our Homeowners Includes Wind! purchase an ad with
Panishioner & = % | Call Us Before You Renew - Low Auto Rates! '
e | wwwi.insurancecenter.us
LEE \h":l]to'.ll\rll \ﬁ AY Englewood 555 East Ve9ni4c$ 2?4, }I/e2rgc8e, FL 34285
ENnRRAL BOMB & (5 -5575 : .484.
CREMATION SERVICES (%41) 4:4 e DON & LINDA and CHRIS SCHILLINGER, Parishioners
e W ] CAMERON LOH, &so, pLic

Wills e Trusts ® Probate
{ Simple Will $200
SofeSireets 833-287-3502 1620 Placida Rd Ste D Englewood, FL 34223 | 941-475-4418

DAVE GRUBBS

¢ ALL
S U p P O R T G ST. FRANCIS PARISHIONER
»as WEATHER
DA EARIH 0 e TITE roor insavLaions & Repaiks

Local business ads

sponsor the printing of 13433 Warba Ave. - Port Charlotte, FL 33981
SEN LG (941) 889-9085 | allweathertite.com

4|pi.com/adcreator

Residential - Commercial - FL Lic. #CCC1331612

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS ConSIder it Done!
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish! 941-219-4840

abcsouthwest.com
CONTACT ME Trey Hill --

thill@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2613

Owned & Operated by
Parishioners:
Bryan & Renee Schroll

SF91
A | i ' . Everything You
Giide-Lock mrg o Need For A
I—u-um_s;; BeautiﬁllHome
Riirn A naa T T e e e e e e s ]
NEVER MISS i Call for a

OURBULLETIN! Bamur o el
N B 734-915-6560

ur bulletin emailed
ery week,

Kitchen Cabinets * Bathroom Vanities * Faucets ¢ Sinks
Visit www.parishesonline.com Vinyl Plank Flooring ¢ Granite/Quartz Countertops

@ RO-FR For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 16-0209



