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MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY VIGIL (SATURDAY)
After Easter to December 30th ... 4:00 pm
January 6 to March 23rd ... 3:00 pm & 4:30 pm

SUNDAY
After Easter to December 31st - 8:00 am & 10:00 am
January 7 through Easter Sunday
7:30 am, 9:00 am,10:30 am

WEEKDAYS
Monday - Friday..........cccccee.... 8:15 am
Holy Days............. 8:15 am & 6:00 pm

CHURCH OPEN HOURS
Monday - Friday 7am-4pm
Saturday 2pm - 5pm
Sunday 7am -11am
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Winter— September 4 through June 2
Mon - Thurs 9:00 am-12:30 pm,1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Summer - June 5 through September 1

Monday through Thursday 9:00 am - 2:30 pm
Friday 9:00 am -12:00 pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday after Mass 9:00 am - 9:15 am
Saturdays: 2:00pm - 2:30pm

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Call Parish Office at least six months in advance.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Contact Parish Office

Mass Intentions and Scripture
Readings for the Week

MONDAY, APRIL 1
8:15am 1GERI WHITELEY
by Helen and Jerry Anderson
Reading: Acts 2:14, 22-33
Gospel: Matthew 28:8-15

TUESDAY, APRIL 2
8:15am tROLLIE JOHNSON
by Beth Hammond
Reading: Acts 2:36-41
Gospel: John 20:11-18

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3
8:15am tDAVID PRESCOTT BROOKS
by Wednesday Parish
Outreach Volunteers
Reading: Acts 3:1-10
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

THURSDAY, APRIL 4
8:15am JOHNNY BENSON
Reading: Acts 3:11-26
Gospel: Luke 24:35-48

FRIDAY, APRIL 5
8:15am tEDWARD ROUSSEL llI
by Larry and Karen Mangold
Reading: Acts 4:1-12
Gospel: John 21:1-14

SATURDAY, APRIL 6
SUNDAY VIGIL (SATURDAY)
4:00pm FOR OUR PARISHIONERS

SUNDAY, APRIL 7
8:00am 1JOHN DILLON
10:00am TANTONIO AND
DELFINA SOITO
by Son
Divine Mercy Sunday
Reading 1: Acts 4:32-35
Reading 2: 1 John 5:1-6
Gospel: John 20:19-31
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OSaint Grancis of Sssisi

v

Catholic Chuch

March 31, 2024

Dear Parishioners,

With great joy in my heart, | announce to you: “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!”
This ancient greeting sums up what we celebrate this Easter Sunday: the joy of
Christ risen and alive in our midst.

“This is the day the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad”. This, then, is the
joyful Good News: Christ has conquered sin by his death and resurrection so we may
live. The Resurrection is the foundation and cornerstone of our faith. As St. Paul
says, if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is useless, and our faith too is
in vain. On Easter Vigil we recall God's story — in our story of salvation. The liturgy of
the Word re-enacts that story, and we joyfully celebrate the risen Lord in our midst as
He offers Himself anew in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We do this in a spirit of
thanksgiving to God who gives His own Son to die in order to rescue us from the
slavery of sin.

May we live as people deeply touched by the resurrection and proclaim: Christ is
risen, Alleluia! May our encounter with the risen Lord on our journey of faith touch us
deeply and transform us as He did for His Disciples. May the resurrection lead us to
be the best version of ourselves, committed to living out our baptismal covenant.

When we live the new life of the resurrection, we become the best version of
ourselves. We become what St Augustine referred to as an “Easter People”, a people
transformed into disciples and stewards who commit to giving their time, talent, and
treasure in witness.

My prayer for you this Easter is that you live as people deeply touched by the
resurrection and proclaim:
Christ is risen, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
Rev. Cory A. Mayer
Pastor

5265 Placida Road, Grove City, Florida 34224
Phone (941)-697-4899 Fax (941)-697-0602 Website: www.sfoachurch.com




Mass Schedule After Easter

Sunday Vigil (Saturday)
4:00 pm

Sunday Masses
8:00 am and 10:00 am

Weekday Daily Masses
Monday through Friday 8:15 am

Church "Open" Hours
Monday - Friday, 7am-4 pm
Saturday, 2 pm-5 pm
Sunday, 7 am-11 am




Gospel Reflection for Easter Sunday

Before Jesus, we could have expected a life after death, but it
would have been a sad, dark existence far removed from the
loving embrace of our Heavenly Father. However, now that
Jesus has died for us and risen in glory, the gates of Paradise
that had been closed to us because of Adam and Eve's sin
have been opened up again. Not only do we have hope of
living beyond this life, we have the hope that it will be a
glorious, joyful existence. We won't just be souls drifting
along aimlessly in a gray mist. But we hope to be resurrected
- both body and soul - to rejoice in the presence of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit for all eternity.

The sad thing is that even though it has been almost two
thousand years since Jesus rose from the dead, most people
still live as if this world is all that there is. They are not even
thinking about life after death. In their minds, earth is the only
Paradise we can ever know. The only thing that makes sense
to them is to live for today.

However, as Christians, the resurrection of Jesus Christ has
opened up a new horizon for us. There is more to our
existence than just our earthly life. Our eyes are fixed on
more than what this world can offer. Rather, our goal is
eternal life with Jesus. That is what we strive for. That is
where our hope lies.

Saint Paul tells us in today's second reading, “So, if you have
been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth” (Col 3:1-2 RSV).

This is the wonderful truth that we proclaim. Our resurrection
from the dead and the eternal life that Jesus has won for us is
not just a future event. It is not like a ticket we cash in on only
after we die. It is a reality that we are already living because
of our baptism. That is why Saint Paul can say, “SINCE you
have been raised.” He doesn't say WHEN you are raised or
UNTIL you are raised. He talks about it as a reality that has
already happened. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead opened
up a new possibility of life, which is ours, through baptism and
faith.

Saint Paul puts this in his letter to the Galatians: “...| have
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but it
is Christ who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh |

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me” (Gal 2: 19b-20 RSV).

Qur life here on this earth is an extension of the risen life of
Jesus Christ. If we have been baptized, then Christ is living in
us. It is Jesus' breath in our lungs. It is His strength in our
limbs. His love beats in our hearts, and His hope runs through
our veins. We have been raised with Jesus, so our faith must
guide us.

Jesus is counting on us as Christians to continue His work on
this earth. Just as He healed, we must heal. Just as He spoke
the truth, we must speak the truth. We must treat everyone
with love and mercy, just as He did. And, if need be, we must
give up our lives for others. That is how Jesus lived. That is
how we must live. But we do it, not with our own human effort
and willpower, but with His presence at work in and through
us.

This is represented beautifully in the Eucharist. Because of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, bread and wine can be
transformed into His Body and Blood. He is truly present - not
just symbolically - but really. It is the Risen Lord whom we
receive in Holy Communion. If Jesus can change bread and
wine into His Body and Blood and charge them with His risen
life, what can He do to us? How thoroughly and completely
can He transform us by His risen life to be His presence in
the world?

That first Easter morning changed everything. Peter, John,
and Mary Magdalene could never be the same once they saw
that empty tomb and realized that Jesus had truly risen as He
promised. They couldn't go back to living the way they did
before. From then on, they preached to everyone who
listened about the new hope God holds out to everyone who
believes in Him and is baptized.

That is the challenge that is held out to us. Will we allow
ourselves to be transformed by the resurrection of Jesus from
the dead? Will we allow Him to live in and through us? Will
we set our hopes not on what this world offers but on what
God offers us through Jesus Christ? And will we bring that
hope into this dark world by allowing the Risen Lord to reach
others through us? That is what we are called to by our
baptism - to transform this world by witnessing to the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.




- 5.5 Drop food donations at Mass or at the [
Parlsh Office during the week. Thank you! IT"A% A

Vurish Ouifveach, Food, Poifuey

We have two poor box locations in church, we can take cash
or check in the poor box at any time.
You may also donate online by going to sfoachurch.com
and click Giving and then click Online Giving.

The Parish Outreach Food Pantry is in
need of canned fruit, canned soup,

peanut butter and adult cereal.
Thank you to all who donated to our Lenten
Food Drive! With your donations, we are
able to bless many families in our
community. We are busier than ever and

couldn’t do 1t w1thout your donatlons'

f'i

-..l.-l..r ﬁ




4+ .Pregnancy Solutiong '+

WALA HOR LIt

Bayshore Live Oak Park, Port Charlotte

Since 2001, Pregnancy Solutions has engaged at-risk
families in mentorship, education and material
support, equipping moms and dads to say YES to life!

We offer no-cost pregnancy test and ultrasound and
engage clients in as many as 58 one-on-one sessions
to ensure a successful parenting or adoption journey.

Join our Walk for Life to protect the
sanctity of life in our community!

Scan here to
Register Online

FOR THE STEPS AHEAD

Pregnancy
Solutions

www.pswalkforlife.org | 941-408-7100




Parish Bereavement Ministry

Grief is the process by which healing takes place,
but it can be hard work! Our Catholic faith can be
a tremendous source of strength in helping us.

Our Parish Bereavement Ministry meets on the
first and third Tuesday of each month in the
Parish Conference Room.

Join us at our next meeting April 2 at 10am in the
Parish Conference Room.

Call the Parish Office with any questions:
941-697-4899 and Press 0

Next Meeting: Thursday, April 25
6:00pm-8:00pm In the Parish Conference Room

[ERESA TOMEO Continue reading chapters 19, 20, and 21
of Listening for God by Teresa Tomeo
LISTENING Available on Amazon or any online bookseller.

All are welcome! Join us and discuss
select authors with your fellow Catholies.
Call Martha Mingel in the Parish office:

941-697-4899 with any questions. ‘




SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
PASTA DINNER

5265 Placida Rd. Grove City, FL 34224

TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 2024
4PM-6:30PM
IN THE PARISH CENTER

‘ The price of our Parish Pasta Dinner will increase to $14 per
person at the door. We are offering a price cut to those who
pre-register monthly. Those who pre-register will pay $12 at
the door. Register by Sunday, April 28. To pre-register
go to sfoachurch.com, click Parish Forms, click Pasta Dinner
Reservation Form. Call with any questions: 941-697-4899

" INCLUDES PENNE PASTA,
MEATBALLS, SAUSAGE, BREAD, SALAD,
DESSERT AND BEVERAGE. KIDS EAT FREE!
Carry out available! All are welcome!
N[ IR
| bl
|

Thank you Volunteers! To volunteer for the Pasta Dinner
call the Parish Office 941-697-4899.




Ministry Week for Saint Francis of Assisi Church

Start End Event - Location
Mon April 1 Easter Monday - Parish Office Closed
7:50am 9:00am Rosary/Mass/Anointing/Chaplet - Church
9:15am 11:30am Parish Outreach Ministry - Parish Center
9:15am 11:15am Rosary Making Ministry - Parish Center Room 6
11:45am 12:30pm Lectio Divina - Gospel Prayer - Church
6:00pm 8:00pm Knights of Columbus Officer's Meeting - Parish Center
Tues April 2 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
8:50am 9:50am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Adoration - Church
9:50am 10:00am Benediction - Church
9:00am 10:00am Parish Stewardship Ministry - Church
10:00am 11:00am Bereavement Ministry - Parish Conference Room
1:00pm 3:00pm Bible Study - Parish Conference Room
5:30pm 6:45pm Religious Education K thru 8th Grade - Parish Center
Wed April 3 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:15am 11:30am Parish Outreach Ministry - Parish Center
11:00am 2:30pm Parish Women’s Guild Card Party - Parish Center
6:00pm 8:00pm Choir Practice - Church
7:00pm 8:00pm AA - Parish Hall
Thurs April 4 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:00am 9:15am Sacrament of Reconciliation - Church
1:00pm 3:00pn Hooks and Needles - Parish Conference Rooms
Friday April 5 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:15am 11:30am Parish Outreach Ministry - Parish Center
Sat April 6 Recalling and Renewing our BAPTISM our Spiritual Birthday
3:00pm 3:30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation - Church
4:00pm 5:00pm Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church
Sun April 7 8:00am 9:00am Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church
10:00am 11:00am Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church

For the most updated Calendar please go to www.sfoachurch.com




3:30am

in the Parish Center
All are Welcome!

Knights of Columbus Council 7672

& . Pancake Breakfast

Sunday
April 14, 2024

Noon

A

$10 includes pancakes,

eggs, sausage, biscuits
and gravy, juice and
coffee. Kids eat free!

Join the Knights of Columbus Council 7672 at kofc.org/join and use code:

Kenneth W. Lounders,
DMD, PA.

Car the
C&WWZL%/]?’ZW 7992

941-475-1185
kennethwlounders.com

120 N. Indiana Ave,, Englewood

FREE

AD DESIGN

1 with purchase
of this space

_ '_&N CALL 800-477-4574

00A%% TM&“TG

Reopened After the Hurricane
Call for an Appointment Today! (941) 473-1663
4680 Placida Road ® Englewood, FL 34224

= HINCK
||
PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC

1177 S McCaALL Roap EncLEwoOD, FL 34223
941-474-3271 800-548-5017

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

We’II give you a reason to smlle
B ISy
701 South Indiana Ave.,

r Suite A » Englewood
- www.totaldentistryenglewoodfl.com

X ﬁ‘w YOUR LOCAL SEPTIC
AND DRAIN EXPERTS

| Serving SW Florida for over 30 Years!

i _' Ep/phanyCarhedraIParishioners

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

- doctor's appointments
- airport dropoff/pickup

- deliveries

- local and long distance
- email or call for pricing

Bob Wisell

941-662-7265 | busybobssolutions@gmail.com
licensed, bonded and insured

(¥
Busy Bob's

Driving Services & Errands

- SEPTIC PUMPING

- SEPTIC
INSTALLATIONS,
REPAIRS AND
REPLACEMENTS

-SEPTIC
INSPECTIONS

- PREVENTATIVE
MAINTENANCE

- PUMP REPAIRS
BOOK OUR SERVICES ONLINE OR CALL US AT 239-267-4541

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.

BRING YOUR PASSION.

WORK WITH PURPOSE.

-P'ncitmr-nn Some travel
= Work-life balance

www.algatorseptic.com

* Full-Time with benefits
= Serve your Community

Hazeltine Family, | HATELTINE

NURSERIES!

P.O. Box 236, Venice, Florida 34284
2401 N. River Road, Venice, Florida 34292
F 941.488.6236

www.hazeltinenurseries.com ¢ naturally otkn Ik -

@ R-0-FR

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0209



" Your dream

A\ home awaits.
Penny Oudheusden
REALTOR® I 1 -
203.550.3882 i g

pennyoudheusden.michaelsaunders.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

A’)ﬂf) AND BEYOND

COMPI_ETE EVE CARE
From Eye Examinations to Technologically Advanced

CATARACT/LASER SURGERY
Medicare Assignment Accepted
Bring this ad for 10% off glasses
www.2020andbeyond.com  Full Service Optical Dispensary
1500 Placida Rd. B-2, Englewood 474-2266

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS'

Rotonda @ 100 Rowonda Circle [y WSSl I 1, o
Rotonda West, FL 33947 a - 4
Golf & Country Club 941-698-1010 ﬁl |I=- Funeral Plan’

941-697-4880 GOLF CARTS 3301 Placida Rd.,Englewood i Wi Mool

Y

www.rotondagolf.com www.tgcarts.com

O Considering
Serving Sunday Breakfast 7 am to 12 the 21 1o pre-planning?
y) SUPPORT :
Starting at Only $7.99 bl OUR PARISH ‘?.é‘éﬁ?;:?ﬁm’
www.rotondahills.com cippih.com now!

NEVER MISS DOES YOUR N[IHPRI]FIT-I- WM iace Your Ad Here and

OURBULLETIN! ORGANIZATION NEED 1= e . [l
SUBSCRIBE A NEWSI'ETT[R? gﬁﬁ“% purchase an ad with
Engaging, ad-supported (i} 5 :
Have our bulletin emailed print and digital newsletters E’Lﬁ |

to you every week. to reach your community.

Visit www.parishesonline.com Visit Ipicommunities.com

ADT-Monitored H s i 2 1
ety s s CAMERON LOH, &so, pLic
. Wills ® Trusts ® Probate

: ; 8
— ' L Simple Will $200
m 833-287-3502 1620 Placida Rd Ste D e Englewood, FL 34223 | 941-475-4418
> Hazg, ’ ) DAVE GRUBBS
- _t_ 2% CO)'H el HE'HC'E LET S GRUW YUUR BUSINESS Au- ST. FRANCIS PARISHIONER
Sfofe GRAB & GO! Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish! oe WEATHER

TITE ROOF INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS
Catering ~ Deli ~ Breakfast Food Truck 6am - 11am .
Homemade Lunch & Dinner To Go! CONTACT ME Trey Hill

6900 Placida Rd - Englewood, FL . "
(941) 830-8901 | www.capehazeconveniencestore.com thill@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2613

Scan to
contact us!

13433 Warba Ave. - Port Charlotte, FL 33981

(941) 889-9085 | allweathertite.com
Residential - Commercial - FL Lic. #CCC1331612

TRANSPORT Con5|der it Done!
< 941-219-4840

abcsouthwest.com

SRQ $80 | PG $70
RSW $110 | PIE $120
TPA $130

3rd/4th
Passenger

CORNERSTONE
PHARMACY Derlone Bongor

FREE DELIVERY » ACCEPT ALL INSURANCE | RIS EUELEUEIEIES

$25 OFF WHEN YOU TRANSFER YOUR PRESCRIPTION |KS:IVAL24H
L - = 941-468-6899

airporttransportcar@yahoo.com

sueeoRr our paRisH | BTN
Local business ads sponsor the printing of UREAHIZATIGH HEEI]

our bulletin.
4lpl.com/adcreator A NEWSI_ETT[R?
e i Exceptional Doctors
Hours: Mon-Fri 9 AM-6 PM, Saturday 10 AM-2 PM Exceptional Care
1720 S McCall Rd STE ] « Englewood, FL 34223
Call or Text (941) 263-3331| www.csrxpharmacy.com - 4 Visit Ipicommunities.com

Driver Anytime, 3 !| !

Owned & Operated by
Parishioners:
Bryan & Renee Schroll

SFI1

®

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newslatters
to reach your community.

LIE|C|O|M

EWGLEWOOD FAMILY PRACTICE

Joseph Coppola, DO Internal Medicine
Constance Strbich, DO Family Medicine
Diana Perrin MSN, SPRN, FNP-C, Family Medicine

sam Anywhere
Private Driver T
LECOM Englewood Family Practice is now accepting patients. 2828 South McCall Road . B A-TS-S 008 . I &
Call (941) 290-5111 to schedule your appointment Englewood, FL 34224 o e -

@ RO-FR For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 16-0209




