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22NP SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” - Mt 16:24b-25

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.




Saint Francis of Assisi Church

5265 Placida Road
Grove City, FL 34224
941-697-4899
Fax 941-697-0602
www.sfoachurch.com
email: office@sfoachurch.com

Father Cory Mayer, Pastor
Father Tony Chermeil, Parochial Vicar
Father Edwin Mathias, Part Time
Deacon Robert Godlewsky

PARISH STAFF
Robert Clark, Business Manager
Aina Olonade, Director for Music and Cantors
James Brantner, Director for Religious Education
Gerry Chesney, Director, Parish Women’s Guild
Matt Egan, Director, Parish Outreach
Martha Mingel, Coordinator, Homebound/Healthcare
Janette Ash, Administrative Assistant
Jeanette Lindish, Receptionist (Part-Time)
Jim Parent, Maintenance & Facilities
Chris Lewis, Bookkeeper
Beth Hammond, Head Sacristan
Penny Fleming, Ministry Scheduler/Communications

MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY VIGIL (SATURDAY)
After Easter to December 30th ... 4:00 pm
January 6 to March 23rd ... 3:00 pm & 4:30 pm

SUNDAY
After Easter to December 31st - 8:00 am & 10:00 am
January 7 through Easter Sunday
7:30 am, 9:00 am,10:30 am

WEEKDAYS
Monday - Friday..........cccccee.... 8:15 am
Holy Days............. 8:15 am & 6:00 pm

CHURCH OPEN HOURS
Monday - Friday 7am-4pm
Saturday 2pm - 5pm
Sunday 7am -11am
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Winter— September 4 through June 2
Mon - Thurs 9:00 am-12:30 pm,1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Summer - June 5 through September 1

Monday through Thursday 9:00 am - 2:30 pm
Friday 9:00 am -12:00 pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday after Mass 9:00 am - 9:15 am
Saturday 3:00pm - 3:30pm
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Call Parish Office at least six months in advance.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Contact Parish Office

Mass Intentions and Scripture
Readings for the Week

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
8:15am TMARGARET WOODCROFT
by Son
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Gospel: Luke 4:16-30

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
8:15am HAPPY 74TH ANNIVERSARY
LEE AND ANN RESER
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11
Gospel: Luke 4:31-37

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
8:15am SOULS IN PURGATORY
Reading: Colossians 1:1-8
Gospel: Luke 4:38-44

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
8:15am 1JOHN B. DILLON
by Ainslye Gilligan
Reading: Colossians 1:9-14
Gospel: Luke 5:1-11

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
8:15am MR. AND MRS. ED AND
MARITA NUNES by Their Friend
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Reading: Micah 5:1-4a
Gospel: Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
SUNDAY VIGIL (SATURDAY)
4:00pm THONORATA GAJEWSKA
by Helen and Hank

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
8:00am FOR OUR PARISHIONERS
10:00am TROBERT CAPOZZI
by Jean Mattes
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1: Ezekiel 33:7-9
Reading 2: Romans 13:8-10
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
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Walking with Jesus

Today's Gospel goes further than just asking us to understand why the glory of Jesus
our King and Lord was to be found through suffering and the shameful death of the
Cross. There is a further call for us to walk the same road with Jesus: “If any wish to
come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”

Jesus is asking each one of us to dedicate our lives in totally loving and serving others
even, if at times, this involves misunderstanding, ridicule, pain and even death itself.

It would be altogether wrong to think that Jesus is asking us to lead miserable lives in
order to be good Christians, although one gets the impression that some people
interpret the passage in that way. To follow Jesus fully, we must be able to see life as
he sees it, we must have that “mind of Christ”.

When we have the mind of Christ, then we can only see our lives in terms of loving and
serving others and not in the pursuit of purely self-centered or even family-centered
ambition. When we have the mind of Christ, the whole direction of our life changes.
Our whole concept of happiness changes. Jesus is calling us not to a life of sacrifice
and suffering, but rather to a life of total love and freedom. The person who can go to
jail for his beliefs is freer and usually a lot happier than the one who is tied to the
pursuit of material things, social position, pleasure, and the fear of pain.

“Denying oneself’ is not a suppression of one’'s personality. It is rather to let go of
oneself so that one can really find oneself.

This is what today’s readings are saying, namely, that Jesus is calling us to where true
success and happiness are. Maybe when we walk the way of Jesus there will be
people who criticize us, think we are stupid, and even attack us. Yet those who have
chosen the way of Jesus again and again confirm that their lives are full of freedom,
happiness, and peace. Isn't that what we all would like to experience?

Excerpt from Commentaries on the Daily Readings on Sacred Spaces. Penny
Fleming, SFOA Communications Coordinator
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Religious Education Begins Soon!
Registration for Religious Education for 2023 - 2024

Kindergarten through Eighth Grade and
Confirmation and High School

Register in the Parish Center on August 26/27
& September 2/3 after all Masses

Fee is $20 for one child; $35 per family. Bring a copy of child’s
Baptism certificate. The Diocese of Venice has designed guidelines.
The goal of this plan is to ensure that all members, catechists,

students & families remain healthy & safe while attending classes.

Religious Education is for all children attending public schools
Families need to be registered Parishioners
Preparation for Baptism, First Confession and First Holy
Communion (First Holy Communion and Confirmation require two
years of attendance and preparation)

Kindergarten through 8th Grade Classes begin on
Tuesday, September 12, 5:30-6:45pm in the Parish Center with
Parent and Guardian Orientation while children are in class.

Confirmation and High School begins
Sunday, September 10, 10am Mass-1:30pm.

Parent/Guardian Orientation with Father Mayer at 11:20am
in the Parish Conference Room
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THAT MAN IS YOU!

That Man is You!
First Fall Session:
Thursday, September 21

at 7:00am in the Parish Center

Are you a Catholic man looking to learn more about your faith,
grow your spirituality and meet other like-minded men in the parish?

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish initiated a program in 2021 called
That Man is You. We meet Thursday mornings at 7:00am for about an
hour which begins with a hot breakfast and then a video and small group
discussion. Each session lasts 13 weeks with sessions in the fall and
winter. There is no cost for the program.

We have received lots of positive feedback from our participants!
All men of the parish are invited including seasonal parishioners.
If you have previously registered, there is no need to register again.
Call the parish office (941-697-4899) for more info
or to register go to sfoachurch.com and click Parish Forms,
scroll down to the TMIY Form and register .

Registration and information will be available
at all Masses on September 9 and 10.

Please join us! All men of the Parish welcome!




National Eucharistic Revival - Year 2
Dear Parishioners,

Year 2 of the National Eucharistic Revival has begun! You may recall that a Diocese of
Venice Eucharistic Congress was held in March - a number of our parishioners
attended. The national revival will culminate in a National Eucharistic Congress in July
2024, to be held in Indianapolis and preceded by a 60 day National Eucharistic
pilgrimage with 4 routes - one from each region. You can read more about these
exciting events at https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/.

The focus of year 2 is Eucharistic Revival at the Parish level. | would like to make you
aware of the activities that we have currently planned for St. Francis of Assisi during
this year that support our desire for every parishioner to grow in their love and
devotion to our Lord, present in the Blessed Sacrament.

1.  Materials related to the Eucharist are being provided in our main entryway of the
church. Some parishioners have donated books occasionally (first come, first serve)
and one of our parishioners has stocked pamphlets on The Real Presence.

2. We will build an Adoration Chapel. You may recall that this project was approved
prior to Hurricane lan. Once the roof repairs are completed, we will proceed to create
the Poor Clare Chapel.

3.  We will participate in the Diocese of Venice Traveling Rosary Congress. This
Congress will be held from October 7-13, 2023. This Year’s theme is “To Jesus
Through Mary”. The Rosary Congress is held in response to Our Lady of Fatima’s call
to prayer and conversion. It includes Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and
the praying of the Rosary: for families, the Church, and peace in the world. Every
parish that participates will schedule one 24-period during this week. We will begin
our 24-hour period on Tuesday, October 10 with 8:15 a.m. Mass. After the celebration
of Mass, the Eucharist will be exposed in the monstrance as we do each Tuesday. The
exposition will continue until Mass on Wednesday at 8:15 a.m. Parishioners will pray
the Rosary aloud before the exposed Blessed Sacrament once every hour. We will
need to have at least 2-3 parishioners present for every hour of Eucharistic Adoration
to ensure that the exposed Blessed Sacrament is never left unattended. Everyone is
encouraged to attend and adore our Lord during this 24 hour period. More details will
be shared, including how to sign up as an adorer, in the near future.

May God continue to bless you, your families, and our parish.
Father Cory Mayer, Pastor

Beth Hammond, Head Sacristan




DIOCESE OF VENICE IN FLORIDA
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

August 23, 2023

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Cathalic University of America is unique among universities in the United
States. As the national university of the Catholic Church, founded by the Bishops of
this country, the University provides an education based in Catholic intellectual tradition
and Catholic values, to over 5,700 students. Its motto — “God Is My Light” = has guided
the University in educating students who go on to serve the Church and the nation and

to transform the world.

In addition to its academic curriculum, the Catholic University offers training
initiatives that help Dioceses and Parishes in responding to the most pressing needs of
the Faithful. A few examples of how the University is serving the Church include a
master's program in Ecclesial Administration and Management, as well as a
credentialing program that prepares recent graduates to serve as campus ministers.

The Diocese of Venice, along with Dioceses across the United States, will take
up a collection for the Catholic University of America the weekend of September 9 and
10, 2023. These funds will assist with scholarships to financially needy students to
ensure that a Catholic University education remains affordable to students who seek a
faith-based higher education. May God Bless you for your generosity and thank you for
your support of the Catholic University of America.

This opportunity is taken to extend to you the assurances of my continued
consideration, as well as my prayers for you and your family.

in Florida

FJdD/eg

1000 Pinebrook Road - Venice, FL 34285 - 941-484-9543 - www.dioceseofvenice.org « Fax 941-488-2561
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Drop food donations at Mass or at the f P
h\ Parish Office during the week. Thank you! JUNAT|

THE FOOD PANTRY IS IN NEED OF
PAPER PRODUCTS, LAUNDRY DETERGENT,

TOILETRIES, AND SMALL BAGS OF RICE.

Please take advantage of BOGO'S at Publix and Winn Dixie!
We'll take anything unexpired and unopened at any time.

Our Outreach Food Pantry
Is getting busier each week!
In July 2023 we served:

e 269 Families
e 322 Adults
e 208 Seniors

e 128 Children
Total Number of Individuals: 658
Total Number of Bags given out: 704

Thank you for your continuing donations!

If you would like to register as a Parishioner, go to sfoachurch.com and click the Parish Registration tab under About Us



Congratulations to our raffle winners!

1st Place E-Bikes winner: Paul Benz!
2nd Place iPad winner: Millie Coppola

3rd Place Nicola's Gift Certificate winner: Rollen Tiu

Congratulations Mr. and Mrs. Benz! ~ Our Door Prize winner at the raffle
drawing was Theresa Zakorchemny

who won a $50 Winn Dixie Gift Card!

Thank you Rotonda Elks
for lending us your raffle ticket spinner!




For the most updated Calendar please go to www.sfoachurch.com

Ministry Week for Saint Francis of Assisi Church

Start End Event - Location
Mon Sept 4 Labor Day - Parish Office Closed
7:50am 9:00am Rosary/Mass/Anointing/Chaplet - Church
10:30am 11:00am Priest Anoints at Englewood Hospice House
11:45am 12:30pm Lectio Divina - Gospel Prayer - Church
6:00pm 8:00pm Knights Business Meeting - Parish Center
Tues Sept 5 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
8:45am 9:45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Adoration - Church
9:00am 11:00am Parish Stewardship Ministry - Church
9:50am 10:00am Benediction - Church
10:00am 11:00am Bereavement Ministry - Parish Conference Room
Wed Sept 6 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:15am 11:30am Parish Outreach Ministry - Parish Center
11:30am 2:30pm Card Party - Parish Center
7:00pm 8:00pm AA - Parish Hall
Thurs Sept 7 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:00am 9:15am Sacrament of Reconciliation - Church
10:00am 12:00pm Hook and Needles - Parish Conference Room
Fri Sept 8 7:50am 8:45am Rosary/Mass - Church
9:15am 11:30am Parish Outreach Ministry - Parish Center
2:30pm 3:00pm Priest Anoints at Englewood Hospice House
Sat Sept 9 Religious Education Registration after all Masses
Recalling and Renewing our CONFIRMATION
3:00pm 3:30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation - Church
4:00pm 5:00pm Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church
Sun Sept 11 8:00am 9:00am Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church
10:00am 11:00am Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - Church

Join the Knights of Columbus Council 7672 at kofc.org/join and use code: BLESSEDMCGIVNEY and get the first year FREE.




Interested in joining the

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish Choir?

Please contact our
Director of Music, Dr. Aina Olonade

¢ for an audition e

Phone: 941-697-4899 - @

% El’hall/‘ aolonag’e@sfoachurch com
N N

Join the Knights of Columbus Council 7672 at kofc.org/join and use code:
BLESSEDMCGIVNEY and get the first year FREE.
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PRIVATE WEALTH ManacenenT, L | BUsy Bob'’s

Driving Services & Errands
1177 S McCaALL Roap

941-474-3271 Bob Wisell
Securities and 941-662-7265 | busybobssolutions@gmail.com
licensed, bonded and insured

ﬁtﬁ__ﬁ: YOUR LOCAL SEPTIC
AND DRAIN EXPERTS

et =

- doctor's appointments
- airport dropoff/pickup

- deliveries

- local and long distance
- email or call for pricing

Kenneth W. Lounders,
DMD, PA.

c fw the
Cﬁmm;% Since 71992
941-475-1185
kennethwlounders.com

EnGLEwWOOD, FL 34223
800-548-5017
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Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

120 N. Indiana Ave,, Englewood

- SEPTIC PUMPING

- SEPTIC
INSTALLATIONS,
REPAIRS AND
REPLACEMENTS

-SEPTIC
INSPECTIONS

- PREVENTATIVE
MAINTENANCE

- PUMP REPAIRS

www.algatorseptic.com
| Serving SW Florida for over 30 Yeal

FREE

AD DESIGN

1 with purchase
~ of this space

CALL 800-477-4574

Make an appointment today.
We'll give you a reason to smile.

_ BOOK OUR SERVICES ONLINE OR CALL US AT 239-267-4541
o
i 0

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.

701 South Indzana Ave
Suite A » Englewood
www totaldentlstryenglewoodﬂ com

Fuil-?imnmm benefits
= Serve your Community

Hazeltine Family, HATELTINE

.:;..' Epiphany Cathedral Parishioners
e
A

941-485-1272

NURSERIES!

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

P.O. Box 236, Venice, Florida 34284
2401 N. River Road, Venice, Florida 34292
F 941.488.6236

www.hazeltinenurseries.com

naturally grown company

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0209



The Mother-
Daughter Team

A’)ﬂf) AND BEYOND

COMPLETE E'FE CARE

From Eye Examinations to Technologically Advanced

CATARACT/LASER SURGERY
Medicare Assignment Accepted

Bring this ad for 10% off glasses

www.2020andbeyond.com  Full Service Optical Dispensary

Debby Walters, PA, Realtor®
BARBARAMOONEY123@GMAIL.COM
(561) 212-0383

Alan J. Knapp, M.D.

DAWO003@AOL.COM ALL BOO-477-457 1500 Placida Rd. B-2, Englewood 474-2266
Maria R. Porter Sales Rentals
Licensed Insurance Agent, Hablo espafiol WL s\ Service ¢ Sto rage
R e i roup  rLs | LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE. ) 941-698-1010
Insurance 941979-3321 | mrporter@acgaza.com 3301 Placida Rd.,Englewood
autoclubsouth.aaa.com/maria.porter www.tgcarts.com
100 Rotonda Circle J L e -
FThe Catholic
J WWE' Chmuub Rotonda West, FL 33947 _l r Funerel Plan
wniry
www.rotondagolf.com 941-697-4880
. Considering
Serving Sunday Breakfast 7 am to 12 ,,,eﬁeo % pre-planning?
; “by, Call Cindy Kean!
Starting at Only $79 9 e 877-886.7520 or vist
www.rotondahills.com cfppgh.com now!

Place Your Ad Here and
Center of Venice, Inc. | =177 200 =70

Home * Auto ° Business * Boat * Flood * Health InStantIy aeatean_d
Our Homeowners Includes Wind! purchase an ad with

: 8 | Call Us Before You Renew - Low Auto Rates! EsE
www.insurancecenter.us
555 East Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34285 @
i\ 941.484.1288 ]

DON & LINDA and CHRIS SCHILLINGER, Parishioners
CAMERON LOH, &so, pLic

Wills @ Trusts ® Probate
Simple Will $200
1620 Placida Rd Ste D ® Englewood, FL 34223 | 941-475-4418

azg, - ) ; DAVE GRUBBS
‘;‘: C)O‘q"é)" ?.I"E?ICE LET S GRUW YUUR BUSINESS %lELATHER ST. FRANCIS PARISHIONER
Sfore oe TITE ROOF INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

Catering ~ Deli ~ Breakfast Food Truck 6am - 11am .
Homemade Lunch & Dinner To Go! CONTACT ME Trey Hill 13433 Warba Ave. - Port Charlotte, FL 33981

6900 Placida Rd - Englewood, FL (941) 889-9085 | allweathertite.com
(941) 830-8901 | www.capehazeconveniencestore.com thill@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2613 Residential - Commercial - FL Lic. #CCC1331612

Con5|der it Done!
' 941-219-4840

abcsouthwest.com

Schillinger
Insurance

LEMON BAY Englewood
FUNERAI ii\|‘~1l.l‘\ (1_)4”4?4_5575

CREMATION SERVICES

ADT-Monitored Home Security |

chlon From a Mame You Can T

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

Owned & Operated by
Parishioners:

CORNERSTONE e
PHARMACY o crcrizms s B e S
FREE DELIVERY ¢« ACCEPT ALL INSURANCE THIS SPACE IS CC"hOIlcmthh@
$25 OFF WHEN YOU TRANSFER YOUR PRESCRIPTION

- s —— AVAILABLE Florido

NEVER MISS
™ OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Hours: Mon-Fri 9 AM-6 PM, Saturday 10 AM-2 PM :;‘J';@ S:f:;f';t;: :"‘3"‘1*-’
1720 S McCall Rd STE | « Englewood, FL 34223 i .
Call or Text (941) 263-3331| www.csrxpharmacy.com Visit www.parishesonline.com CatholicMatch.com/ FL

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

@ ROFR For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 16-0209



